
   




�e Lord be with you. And also with you.
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A reading from the Gospel acording to Luke.
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-In the days of King Herod of Judea, there was a priest named Zechari ah,
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- -who belonged to the priestly order of Abi jah. His wife was a descendant of Aa ron,
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- -and her name was Eli za beth. Both of them were righteous before God,
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living blamelessly according to all the commandments and regulations of the Lord.
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-But they had no chil dren, because Elizabeth was barren, and both were getting on in years.
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-Once when he was serving as priest before God and his section was on du ty,
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  
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-he was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priest hood,
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
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-to enter the sanctuary of the Lord and o9er in cense.
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�en there appeared to him an angel of the Lord,
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-standing at the right side of the altar of in cense.
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- -When Zechariah saw him, he was ter ri ;ed; and fear overwhelmed him.
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But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard.
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Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you will name him John.
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You will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth,
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for he will be great in the sight of the Lord.
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With the spirit and power of Elijah he will go before him,
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-to turn the hearts of parents to their chil dren,
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-and the disobedient to the wisdom of the right eous,
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to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.” Zechariah said to the angel,
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“How will I know that this is so? For I am an old man, and my wife is getting on in years.”
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- -�e angel replied, “I am Gab ri el. I stand in the presence of God,

Evangelist Gabriel31
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and I have been sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news.
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But now, because you did not believe my words, which will be ful;lled in their time,
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-you will become mute, unable to speak, until the day these things oc cur.”
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-Meanwhile the people were waiting for Zechari ah,
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- - -and wondered at his delay in the sanc tu ar y.
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When he did come out, he could not speak to them,
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- - -and they realized that he had seen a vision in the sanc tu a ry.
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He kept motioning to them and remained unable to speak.

41

   





-When his time of service was end ed, he went to his home.
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-AEer those days his wife Elizabeth con ceived,
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-and for ;ve months she remained in seclu sion.

45
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-In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill coun try,

Evangelist


 




- -where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Eli za beth.
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-When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greet ing, the child leaped in her womb.
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And Elizabeth was ;lled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry,
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-“Blessed are you among wom en, and blessed is the fruit of your womb.
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And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me?
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-For as soon as I heard the sound of your greet ing, the child in my womb leaped for joy.
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And blessed is she who believed that there would be a ful;llment of what was
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spoken to her by the Lord.” And Mary said:

Evangelist13
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Part	B:	Luke	1:39–46a	(NRSV)
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Part	C:	Magni%cat:	Luke	1:46b–55	(BCP)
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And Mary remained with her about three months and then returned to her home.
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Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son.
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Her neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord had shown his great mercy to her,
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and they rejoiced with her. On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child,
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-and they were going to name him Zechariah aEer his fa ther. But his mother said,
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“No; he is to be called John.” �ey said to her, “None of your relatives has this name.”

Elizabeth Evangelist Crowd9
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�en they began motioning to his father to ;nd out what name he wanted to give him.
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-He asked for a writing tablet and wrote, “His name is John.” And all of them were a mazed.

Zechariah Evangelist13
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Immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue freed,
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and he began to speak, praising God.
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Part	D:	Luke	1:56–64	(NRSV)
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Part	E:	Benedictus	Domine	Deus:	Luke	1:68–79	(NZPB)
(en	proceed	to	“(e	Word	of	the
Lord	…”	in	the	order	of	service.☞


